
 Public affective appraisal for urban
 design of the CBD of Nairobi

 Francis M. Mburu

 Mr Mburu , an architect and town planner , is a graduate of the
 University of Nairobi - with additional studies at the University of
 Auckland, New Zealand - where his research focused mainly on the
 "Influence of Physical Setting on Behaviour of Mentally Retarded
 Children" and "Planning for Pedestrians in the Central Business
 District (CBD) of Nairobi." He is currently Lecturer, Jomo Kenyatta
 University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT), Nairobi, where he
 has conducted research on projects such as "Modern Architecture in
 East Africa, " "Urban Continuity and Change - A Case of Pre-industrial
 Towns on the East Coast of Africa" and "Traditional Architecture in

 Kenya. " The author has also been involved in practice, specifically on
 the design and supervision of institutional, housing, mixed-use build-
 ings, recreational, cultural and health projects. Mr Mburu is a member
 of the World Society for Ekistics (WSE). The text that follows was dis-
 tributed to participants at the WSE Symposion "Defining Success of
 the City in the 21st Century," Berlin, 24-28 October, 2001.

 Introduction
 There is growing concern about city appearance and how cit-
 izens can be allowed to participate in the visual character of
 their community. This is justifiable, as studies have on one
 hand confirmed that the design professionals do not share
 the values of the public and therefore do not deliver these
 values in plans and design. On the other hand, numerous
 studies have established that the appearance of a city influ-
 ences whether a person will approach or avoid the space.
 These environmental affects subsequently influence behav-
 ior and ultimately choice options. The success of any central

 business district depends on the meaning that the public
 assign it. The public approach to, or avoidance of, an area
 depends on the affective quality imbued in it.

 This paper introduces and explains "affective quality" and
 discusses the shopping pedestrians' affective appraisal of
 different zones of the central business district of Nairobi. It

 also compares the resulting evaluative image map of the
 CBD to the mean aggregate revealed preferred routes fol-
 lowed by shopping pedestrians.

 Affective quality and information
 The information field created by the surfaces enclosing a
 space governs its affective quality. People can only feel
 comfortable in environments that emit levels of information
 that is commensurate with their arousal needs. "Information"

 represents the psychological meaning of environmental com-
 plexity. The level of information capacity that a person can
 comfortably accommodate has been increasing with the so-
 phistication of the world. People can appreciate higher levels
 of information than their predecessors who were exposed to
 less complex environments. This is the reason that built en-
 vironments that used to be popular in the past are found to be
 less sophisticated, boring, and unattractive. A Nairobi exam-
 ple is Kirinyaga Road.

 Nevertheless, when the collapsed shopping pedestrians'
 itineraries using the Geographic Information System (G.I.S)
 program was overlaid on the evaluative map of the CBD, a
 discrepancy emerged in that the most frequented routes did
 not fall in the district that possessed the highest affective
 quality.

 The research study that informed this paper established
 that the public cognize and delimit the CBD of Nairobi in six
 distinct districts. Amongst these districts, there are those
 that have desirable affective quality whilst some are ab-
 horred. The areas that are reckoned to possess high affec-
 tive quality are composed of relatively newer buildings using
 high-tech construction technology and materials. On the
 other hand, the undesired districts are predominantly com-
 posed of buildings that use locally available construction
 technology and materials.

 This paper proposes the need for regular evaluation of
 public perception of the city appearance as part of the city
 planning process. This is in appreciation of the dynamism of
 culture that calls forth new environments. Subsequently, this
 process of establishing the affective appraisal of the environ-
 ment should be integrated in the planning process to be able
 to model an environment conducive to the psychological
 well-being of the public.

 290 Ekistics, 415, July/August 2002
 416, September/October 2002
 417, November/December 2002

This content downloaded from 136.186.80.72 on Thu, 01 Feb 2018 23:54:29 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	p. 290

	Issue Table of Contents
	Ekistics, Vol. 69, No. 415/416/417 (July/August-September/October-November/December 20) pp. 178-368
	Front Matter
	Defining Success of the City in the 21st Century - 2 of 2
	The anthropocosmos model [pp. 180-180]
	The editor's page [pp. 181-181]
	The 2001 Meetings of the World Society for Ekistics [pp. 182-182]
	III. Symposion: Defining Success of the City in the 21st Century (cont'd)
	Part 5: Shells
	[Introduction] [pp. 183-183]
	Areas of cultural and ecological re-equilibrium in human settlements [pp. 184-188]
	Urban intensification in New Zealand [pp. 189-191]
	A future for the historical city of Hikone [pp. 192-201]
	Integration of the former Panama Canal Zone into Metro Panama City [pp. 202-208]
	A future for Athens [pp. 209-219]

	Part 6: Networks
	[Introduction] [pp. 220-220]
	The oil-based technology and economy: Prospects for the future [pp. 221-226]
	Groundwater in relation to fractured till [pp. 227-233]
	Shifting from physical to electronic space: The making of electronic Ecumenopolis [pp. 234-242]
	The economic impact of a major airport [pp. 243-249]
	A comprehensive planning framework for the National Aviation System, USA [pp. 250-258]
	Inland freight transport scenarios for Europe in 2020 [pp. 259-274]
	A Pan-European, competitive public transport system [pp. 275-277]

	Part 7: Education and Research
	[Introduction] [pp. 278-278]
	Sciences of human settlements: Searching for the theory and practice [pp. 279-284]
	The need for a contribution of ekistics to planning education and research [pp. 285-287]
	þÿ�þ�ÿ���M���a���u���n���g���a���r���e���i���-���o���-���T���a���m���a���k���i��� ���i���n��� ���2���0���5���0��� ������� ���A��� ���t���o���w���n��� ���w���i���t���h���i���n��� ���a��� ���c���i���t���y��� ���[���p���p���.��� ���2���8���8���-���2���8���9���]
	Public affective appraisal for urban design of the CBD of Nairobi [pp. 290-290]

	Part 8: Synthesis
	[Introduction] [pp. 291-291]
	To sustainability through interdisciplinary planning: A planner's perspective [pp. 292-303]
	The Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail, Canada: Integrating natural and built environments [pp. 304-315]
	Doxiadis and the ideal dynapolis: The limitations of planned axial urban growth [pp. 316-330]
	Urban and rural areas as defined by population density in Japan [pp. 331-332]
	Sustainable development, international cooperation and local authorities [pp. 333-336]
	The future of the Basque Homeland: An ekistic approach [pp. 337-344]
	What could be considered a successful city of tomorrow [pp. 345-346]

	Part 9: Conclusions
	[Introduction] [pp. 347-347]
	Success of the City in the 21st Century: Some thoughts arising from presentations [pp. 348-348]
	Success of the City in the 21st Century: Identifying priorities for further WSE work [pp. 349-349]


	IV. General Assembly
	General Assembly [pp. 350-350]
	Farewell Dinner [pp. 351-351]
	Ekistic grid index [pp. 352-355]
	þÿ�þ�ÿ���C���u���m���u���l���a���t���i���v���e��� ���I���n���d���e���x��� ���o���f��� ���C���o���n���t���e���n���t���s���:��� ���E���K���I���S���T���I���C���S���,��� ���J���a���n���u���a���r���y��� ������� ���D���e���c���e���m���b���e���r��� ���2���0���0���2���,��� ���v���o���l���.��� ���6���9��� ���[���p���p���.��� ���3���5���6���-���3���6���8���]


	Back Matter





